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(Versdo portuguesa)

Pergunta com pedido de resposta escrita E-006179/12
a Comissdo
Diogo Feio (PPE)
(21 de junho de 2012)

Assunto: Europa 2020: Recomendacdes por pais — Hungria

A Comissdo Europeia, nas palavras do seu presidente, langou o mais importante pacote de propostas econémicas do
presente ano depois de ter feito um exame rigoroso a «satide» orgamental e econémica de cada um dos 27 Estados-
Membros.

Assim, pergunto a Comissdo:
1. Que resultados destaca em relagdo a Hungria?

2. Que principais desafios impendem sobre o pais no tocante a estabilizacio econémica e orgamental, ao
crescimento e a0 emprego?

3. Considera que a Hungria se encontra no bom caminho para cumprir os objetivos da Estratégia Europa 2020?

4. Que medidas deve este pais tomar para os atingir?

Resposta dada por Olli Rehn em nome da Comissdo
(26 de setembro de 2012)

As respostas as questdes a que se refere o Senhor Deputado sio um dos principais objetos dos documentos da
Comissdo publicados em 30 de maio de 2012 (COM(2012)317 final (), SWD(2012)317 final (?). As recomendagdes
especificas por paises foram adotadas pelo Conselho em 10 de julho de 2012 (2012/C 219/12) (}). Em suma, os
principais desafios enfrentados pela Hungria sdo a necessidade de reduzir as elevadas dividas das administra¢des
publicas e externa, aumentando, em simultineo, o potencial de crescimento e a taxa de emprego, que se situam a
niveis baixos.

Para responder de forma adequada a estes desafios, além do prosseguimento da consolidagdo orgamental e da revisdo
do quadro orgamental, recomenda---se a Hungria que adote uma série de agdes nos dominios fiscal e dos mercados
laboral e de produtos, bem como da educagio, dos transportes e da energia. Estas a¢des incluem medidas destinadas a
proporcionar uma tributa¢do do trabalho favoravel ao emprego, aumentar a participacido das mulheres e a eficdcia
das politicas ativas no mercado de trabalho, estimular a concorréncia, promover um ambiente econémico favoravel
as empresas, contribuir para o decréscimo do abandono escolar precoce e o aumento do acesso dos grupos
desfavorecidos a educacdo e aumentar a eficiéncia dos setores dos transportes e da energia.

Quanto ao cumprimento dos objetivos Europa 2020, a Hungria realizou alguns progressos nos dominios do
emprego e da I&D, bem como no que respeita a redugio das emissdes de CO, e em matéria de energias renovéveis.
Sdo, contudo, necessdrios mais progressos nestas dreas, em especial no dominio do emprego, em que o objetivo
estabelecido pela Hungria é bastante ambicioso. Foram também realizados progressos para o cumprimento dos
objetivos na drea da educagdo, que podem, contudo, abrandar devido a algumas recentes alteragdes da legislagio. Por
fim, ndo se registaram progressos no decréscimo da exclusdo social.

() (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2012:0317:FIN:PT:PDF).

()  (http:/[ec.europa.eufeconomy_finance/economic_governance/sgp/pdf/20_scps/2012/02_staff_working_document/hu_2012-05-
30_swd_en.pdf).

()  (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:C:2012:219:0040:0043:PT:PDF).
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(English version)

Question for written answer E-006179/12
to the Commission
Diogo Feio (PPE)
(21 June 2012)

Subject: Europe 2020: country-specific recommendations — Hungary

The Commission has, in the words of its President, launched this year’s most important package of economic
proposals, after having carried out a rigorous economic and budgetary health check on each of the 27 Member States.

1. What are the Commission’s findings in relation to Hungary?

2. What are the main challenges facing Hungary in terms of economic and budgetary stabilisation, growth and
employment?

3. Does the Commission consider that Hungary is on track towards meeting the goals of the Europe
2020 strategy?

4. What measures should Hungary adopt in order to attain these objectives?

Answer given by Mr Rehn on behalf of the Commission
(26 September 2012)

Answers to the questions, the Honourable Member refers to are mainly discussed in the Commission documents
published on the 30 May 2012 (COM(2012) 317 final (*), SWD(2012) 317 final (%). The Country Specific
Recommendations were adopted by a Council Recommendation on the 10 July 2012 (2012/C 219/12) (). In short,
the main challenges Hungary is facing are the need to decrease high public and external debt, while increasing its low
growth potential and employment rate.

To adequately respond to these challenges, beside continuing fiscal consolidation and reviewing the budgetary
framework, Hungary is recommended to implement a series of actions in the fields of taxation, labour and product
markets, education, transport and energy. These include measures that introduce a more employment friendly
taxation of labour, increase women’s labour market participation and increase the effectiveness of active labour
market policies, boost competition, increase the business friendliness of the economic environment, contribute to a
decline in early school leaving and improving access of disadvantaged groups to education, and increase the efficiency
of transport and energy sectors.

Regarding meeting Europe 2020 targets, the country made some progress with employment, R & D, CO, emission
reduction target and renewable energy targets. However, more progress is needed even in these areas, especially in the
field of employment where the Hungarian target is very challenging. Progress has also been made towards meeting
education objectives, but recent changes in legislation could slow down the improvement. Finally, there has been no
progress in decreasing social exclusion.

() http:[/ec.europa.eufeconomy_finance/economic_governance/sgp/pdf/20_scps/2012/03_commission/hu_2012-05-

30_recommendation_for_cr_en.pdf

http:/[ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/economic_governance/sgp/pdf/20_scps/2012/02_staff_working_document/hu_2012-05-30_swd_en.pdf

()  http://ec.europa.eufeconomy_finance/economic_governance/sgp/pdf/20_scps/2012/04_council/hu_2012-07-
10_council_recommendation_en.pdf
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Pergunta com pedido de resposta escrita E-006194/12
a Comissdo
Edite Estrela (S&D)
(21 de junho de 2012)

Assunto: Agéncias de rating

Tendo em conta que tanto o Parlamento Europeu como a Comissdo Europeia consideram que a crise da divida
soberana na Zona euro mostrou que as agéncias de rating adquiriram demasiada preponderancia, ao ponto de
influenciarem a agenda politica europeia, e que é reconhecida a necessidade de serem adotadas medidas reguladoras
da atividade destas agéncias;

Tendo em conta as atuais negociagdes em torno da proposta legislativa que ird regular a atividade das agéncias de
notagdo, designadamente em matéria de conflito de interesses, com vista a aumentar a responsabilidade e a
transparéncia no funcionamento destas agéncias;

Pergunta a Comissdo:

Que estudos foram feitos pela Comissdo ou de que tenha conhecimento que permitam apurar a responsabilidade das
agéncias de rating na crise das dividas soberanas?

Dispde a Comissdo de informagdes claras sobre os verdadeiros proprietdrios das principais agéncias de rating e de
eventuais conflitos de interesse?

Resposta dada por Michel Barnier em nome da Comissdo
(6 de agosto de 2012)

A Autoridade Europeia dos Valores Mobilidrios e dos Mercados (ESMA), a funcionar desde 1 de janeiro de 2011, tem
competéncia exclusiva para a supervisdo das agéncias de notagdo de risco estabelecidas na UE. Em conformidade com
o Regulamento Agéncias de Notagdo, a ESMA pode investigar o comportamento destas agéncias e aplicar coimas,
caso se prove ter havido infragio ao regulamento. A ESMA apresenta anualmente um relatério sobre os seus
trabalhos e conclusdes nesta matéria. Em 22 de marco de 2012, foi publicado um primeiro relatério, que faz uma
panoramica das atividades de supervisio da ESMA e resume os resultados dos primeiros controlos efetuados as trés
principais agéncias de nota¢do de risco em atividade na Europa. Este relatério pode ser consultado no seguinte
enderego: (http:/[www.esma.europa.eu/node/57739).

Como ¢é pratica corrente, a proposta da Comissdo, publicada em novembro de 2011, de revisdo do Regulamento
Agéncias de Notacdo foi acompanhada de uma avaliagdo de impacto. Esta proposta, atualmente em negociagdo pelos
colegisladores, o Parlamento e o Conselho, inclui medidas para o refor¢o da transparéncia das notagdes da divida
soberana.

No que respeita a estrutura de propriedade das principais agéncias de notagdo, a atual legislacio da UE jd exige () que
estas informem anualmente, no relatério de transparéncia que elaboram, sobre a sua estrutura juridica e de
propriedade. Trata-se de informagdes que estdo disponiveis ao ptiblico. A Comissdo analisou também a estrutura de
propriedade das agéncias de notagdo na sua avaliacdo de impacto ().

()  Regulamento (CE) n.” 1060/2009, relativo as agéncias de notacdo de risco: Anexo I, sec¢do E, parte III, Relatério de transparéncia.
()  AnexolV, Descri¢do do mercado, disponivel no seguinte enderego:
(http:/[ec.europa.eu/internal_market/securities/docs/agencies/SEC_2011_1354_en.pdf).
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Question for written answer E-006194/12
to the Commission
Edite Estrela (S&D)
(21 June 2012)

Subject: Credit-rating agencies

Both Parliament and the Commission consider the sovereign debt crisis in the eurozone to have demonstrated the
excessive influence of the credit-rating agencies, which has allowed them to influence the European political agenda,
and recognise the need to adopt measures to regulate these financial bodies.

Negotiations are currently underway to draft a legislative proposal to regulate the activity of the rating agencies,
particularly with respect to conflicts of interest, in order to increase their operational transparency and responsibility.

What studies has the Commission carried out, or is it aware of, which would make it possible to investigate the
responsibility of the credit-rating agencies in the sovereign debt crisis?

Does the Commission have any clear information as to the real owners of the leading credit-rating agencies and any
existing conflicts of interest?

Answer given by Mr Barnier on behalf of the Commission
(6 August 2012)

The European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA), operational since 1 January 2011, has exclusive competence
for the supervision of credit rating agencies (CRAs) established in the EU. According to the CRA Regulation, ESMA
may investigate the behaviour of the CRAs and impose fines, if an infringement of the CRA Regulation is established.
ESMA reports annually on its work and findings in this regard. A first report was published on 22 of March 2012. It
provides an overview of ESMA'’s supervisory activities and summarises the results of the first examinations carried out
with regard to the three major credit rating agencies active in Europe. The report can be found at the following link:
http:/[www.esma.europa.eu/node/57739.

As is common practice, the Commission’s proposal published in November 2011, revising the CRA-Regulation, was
accompanied by an impact assessment. This proposal, currently being negotiated by the co-legislators, the Parliament
and the Council, includes measures enhancing transparency on sovereign debt ratings.

As regards the ownership structure of the dominant credit rating agencies, the current EU legislation already
requires (') credit rating agencies to report annually, in their transparency report, on their legal structure and
ownership. This information is available to the public. The Commission has also analysed the structure and
ownership of CRAs in its impact assessment ().

() Regulation (EC) No 1060/2009 on credit rating agencies: Annex E (Il Transparency report.
()  Annex IV Market Description, available at: http://ec.europa.eufinternal_market/securities/docs/agencies/SEC_2011_1354_en.pdf
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intrebarea cu solicitare de rispuns scris E-006195/12
adresatd Comisiei
Rares-Lucian Niculescu (PPE)
(21 iunie 2012)

Subiect: Hidratul de amoniu in prelucrarea hranei destinate consumului uman
Comisia este rugatd s raspundd la urmdatoarele intrebdri:

1. Care este in UE statutul hidratului de amoniu, respectiv este acesta autorizat pentru prelucrarea hranei destinate
consumului uman?

2. Avand in vedere preocupirile recente ale opiniei publice din Statele Unite ale Americii cu privire la utilizarea
acestei substante, existd indicii cu privire la posibila folosire a hidratului de amoniu in prelucrarea grisimii din
carnea de vitd utilizatd in restaurantele de tip fast-food?

Rispuns dat de dl Dalli in numele Comisiei
(3 august 2012)

Hidratul de amoniu sau hidroxidul de amoniu (E 527) este autorizat ca aditiv alimentar. Acesta este utilizat ca
regulator de aciditate in vederea modificdrii sau controldrii aciditdtii sau alcalinitdtii unui produs alimentar.
Hidroxidul de amoniu a fost evaluat de catre Comitetul stiintific pentru alimentatie (SCF), in 1990, impreund cu alti
hidroxizi (*). SCF nu a specificat o dozi zilnicd acceptabild (DZA), intrucat substanta face parte in mod normal din
dietd. Utilizarea acesteia ca regulator de aciditate nu este consideratd o problemd de sigurantd atunci cand este
utilizatd in conformitate cu bunele practici de fabricatie.

Hidratul de amoniu nu este aprobat in cadrul UE pentru decontaminarea resturilor de carne de vita.

() Raportul Comitetului stiingific pentru alimentatie, Seria doudzeci si cinci, 1990.
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Question for written answer E-006195/12
to the Commission
Rares-Lucian Niculescu (PPE)

(21 June 2012)

Subject: Use of ammonium hydrate in the processing of food intended for human consumption

1. Can the Commission indicate how ammonium hydrate is classified within the EU and whether its use is
authorised in the processing of food intended for human consumption?

2. In view of recent public concern in the United States regarding the use of this substance, does it have any
information regarding the possible use of ammonium hydrate for the processing of beef trimmings used in fast food
restaurants?

Answer given by Mr Dalli on behalf of the Commission
(3 August 2012)

Ammonium hydrate or ammonium hydroxide (E 527) is authorised as a food additive. It is used as an acidity
regulator in order to alter or control the acidity or alkalinity of a foodstuff. Ammonium hydroxide was evaluated by
the Scientific Committee for food (SCF) in 1990 together with other hydroxides (). The SCF did not specify an
Acceptable Daily Intake (ADI), as the substance is a normal constituent of the diet. Its use as an acidity regulator is not
considered of safety concern when used according to good manufacturing practice.

Ammonium hydrate is not approved within the EU for the decontamination of beef trimmings.

() Report of the Scientific Committee for Food, twenty-fifth series, 1990.
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intrebarea cu solicitare de rispuns scris E-006196/12
adresatd Comisiei
Rares-Lucian Niculescu (PPE)
(21 iunie 2012)

Subiect: Atac impotriva scolilor cu predare in grafie latini din regiunea transnistreand

in ianuarie 2012, Alexandru Bejan, elev in clasa a XI-a din Tiraspol (asa-numita Republici Moldoveneasci Nistreand,
regiune separatistd aflatd de jure in componenta Republicii Moldova) a fost citat la sediul serviciului secret din
Tiraspol, unde a fost fortat s transcrie in mod exact textul unei scrisori necunoscute in limba rusa.

Ulterior, tandrul a fost obligat sd scrie un autodenunt si sd-si recunoascd vina in sivarsirea unor ,acte de terorism”,
fiind confruntat cu o ,expertiza graficd” dovedind cd textul scrisorii de ,amenintare” ii apartine. In iunie 2012, elevul a
fost trimis in judecatd pentru ,,denuntare mincinoasi a actelor de terorism”, el riscind trei ani de inchisoare.

Organizatiile pentru apirarea drepturilor omului din asa-numita Republici Moldoveneascd Nistreand afirm ci acest
abuz, ficut posibil de necunoasterea limbii ruse si a grafiei chirilice, reprezintd un atac impotriva scolilor cu predare in
grafie latind din regiunea transnistrean.

Comisia este rugatd sd prezinte un punct de vedere cu privire la aceastd situatie.

Rispuns dat de dna Ashton in numele Comisiei
(8 august 2012)

Cazul lui Alexandru Bejan este un alt caz de presupusd arestarea arbitrard si de presupusd supunere la rele tratamente
de citre serviciile de securitate de facto din asa-numita Republici Moldoveneasci Nistreand. Incepand cu 1993,
birourile OSCE si ONU de la Chisindu au urmdrit problemele legate de drepturile omului din aceastd entitate
nerecunoscutd, devenind o parte integrantd a dialogului dintre UE si Republica Moldova.

UE a finantat mai multe proiecte de consolidare a increderii, care vizeazd, printre altele, promovarea protectiei
drepturilor omului in regiunea Transnistria si care au contribuit la stabilirea unor legdturi solide cu societatea civild
locald. in acest mod s-a imbundtitit considerabil gradul de cunoastere a problemelor si s-a pregitit terenul pentru
recenta numire a domnului Hammarberg in calitate de expert al ONU in domeniul drepturilor omului in Transnistria.

Cu ocazia intalnirii grupului de negociere ,5+2” privind solutionarea conflictului din Transnistria, care s-a desfasurat
in zilele de 17 si 18 aprilie 2012, UE s-a aflat printre cei care au insistat ca drepturile omului si fie inscrise pe ordinea
de zi a procesului oficial de negociere. La 23 mai 2012, in cadrul dialogului sdu periodic purtat cu Chisindul pe tema
drepturilor omului, UE a propus infiintarea unui grup de lucru comun Chisindu-Tiraspol care si abordeze in mod
sistematic problemele legate de drepturile omului. De asemenea, UE a prezentat o listd de cazuri individuale, in
vederea demardrii unui dialog intra-moldovean pe tema drepturilor omului. UE va ridica si cazul lui Alexandru in
cadrul contactelor sale cu Chisindu si Tiraspol.

In fine, UE acordd o atentie deosebiti situatiei scolilor cu grafie latind din ,Transnistria”, nu in ultimul rand in
contextul actualelor restrictii de cildtorie impuse liderilor transnistreni. Acest aspect a fost discutat cu ocazia intalnirii
grupului ,5+2” din zilele de 12 i 13 iulie 2012.
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Question for written answer E-006196/12
to the Commission
Rares-Lucian Niculescu (PPE)

(21 June 2012)

Subject: Assault on schools in Transnistria that use the Latin script

In January 2012, Alexandru Bejan, a secondary school pupil in Tiraspol (in the so-called ‘Transnistrian Moldovan
Republic’, a separatist region which by law forms part of the Republic of Moldova) was summoned to the
headquarters of the Tiraspol secret service, where he was forced to copy word-for-word the text of an anonymous
letter in Russian.

He was then compelled to write a confession acknowledging that he had committed ‘acts of terrorism’, after being
confronted with a graphologist’s report stating that he had written the ‘letter of threat’ in question. In June 2012, he
was charged with ‘false exposure of terrorist acts’ and risks three years in prison.

Human rights organisations in the Transnistrian Moldovan Republic claim that this mistreatment, which was made
possible by his not understanding Russian and the Cyrillic script, constitutes an assault on schools in Transnistria that
use the Latin script.

Can the Commission express its views on this situation.

Answer given by High Representative|Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(8 August 2012)

The case of Alexandru Bejan is another case of alleged arbitrary arrest and ill-treatment by the de facto security
services of the so-called ‘Transnistrian Moldovan Republic’. Since 1993, human rights issues in that unrecognised
entity have been followed by the OSCE and the UN offices in Chisinau. They have now become an integral part of the
dialogue between the EU and the Republic of Moldova.

A number of the confidence-building projects funded by the EU are connected with the promotion of human rights
protection in the Transnistrian region, and have helped establish solid links with local civil society. This has
considerably improved knowledge of the issues and prepared ground for the recent appointment of Mr Hammarberg
as UN Senior Expert on Human Rights in Transnistria.

In the 17-18 April 2012 meeting of the ‘5+2’ negotiating group on the settlement of the Transnistrian conflict, the EU
was among those who insisted to put human rights on the agenda of the official negotiating process. On
23 May 2012, during its regular Human Rights Dialogue with Chisinau, the EU proposed to set up a joint
Chisianu/Tiraspol working group to tackle human rights problems in a systematic manner. It also submitted a list of
individual cases to initiate an intra-Moldovan dialogue on human rights. The EU will raise similarly Alexandru’s case
in its contacts with Chisinau and Tiraspol.

Finally, the EU is paying particular attention to the situation of the Latin-script schools in ‘Transnistria’, not least in
the context of the current travel restrictions on the Transnistrian leadership. The issue was discussed at the 12-
13 July 2012 meeting of the ‘5+2".
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Foresporgsel til skriftlig besvarelse P-006198/12
til Kommissionen
Morten Lokkegaard (ALDE)
(21.juni 2012)

Om: Forhandlinger mellem EU og Japan om en frihandelsaftale

I maj 2012 spillede Kommissionen en vigtig rolle i forbindelse med fastleeggelse af, hvilken rakkevidde aftalen
mellem EU og Japan skal have. Det er et afgerende skridt pd vejen mod indledning af forhandlinger mellem EU og
Japan om en frihandelsaftale — som er en handelsaftale, der indebzerer et enormt potentiale for handel og vakst.

I et dokument fra Kommissionen til Radets mode (eksterne anliggender) i maj skennes det, at EU’s udenrigshandel
skulle bidrag med 0,7 procentpoint til vaksten i BNP i 2012. Uden dette bidrag ville EU vere i recession. Et andet
bemerkelsesvaerdigt skon er, at ca. 30 millioner job i EU (ca. 10 % af EU’s arbejdsstyrke) er knyttet til EU’s eksport.

Frihandel og dbenhed pa EU’s marked er en fribillet til vackst. Kommissionen papeger selv den kendsgerning, at en
foregelse pd 1% af en okonomis dbenhed medferer en stigning pd 0,6 % i arbejdsstyrkens produktivitet det
efterfolgende ar.

Vi ved allerede, at EU’s handel med Sydkorea er vokset med 16 % siden indgdelsen af frihandelsaftalen, og skennene
for en frihandelsesaftale mellem EU og Japan taler for sig selv. I en analyse foretaget af Copenhagen Economics
skonnes det, at en frihandelsaftale mellem EU og Japan vil ege EU’s eksport til Japan med 71 % og Japans eksport til
EUmed 61 %.

1. Hvordan vil Kommissionen i en tid med skonomisk stagnation og presserende behov for vakst bidrage til, at
der hurtigt indledes forhandlinger mellem EU og verdens tredjestorste gkonomi, Japan?

2. Hvordan vil Kommissionen bidrage til at sikre et steerkt forhandlingsmandat, der kan befordre forhandlingerne,
saledes at EU’s borgere og erhvervsliv hurtigst muligt kan fa gavn af de mange fordele, som en frihandelsaftale mellem
EU og Japan vil medfere?

Svar afgivet pd Kommissionens vegne af Karel De Gucht
(2. august 2012)

Fastleeggelsen af, hvilken raekkevidde frihandelsaftalen mellem EU og Japan skal have, er nu afsluttet pa en vellykket
madde. Det dokument, som beskriver omfanget af de potentielle forhandlinger om en frihandelsaftale, er det hidtil
mest ambitigse, som EU har tilsluttet sig i forbindelse med bilaterale handelsforhandlinger, og dakker alle EU’s
prioriterede omréader. Det omfatter tilsagn i forbindelse med en raekke ikke toldmassige handelshindringer, som EU-
industrien har fremhavet inden for f.eks. automobil-, levnedsmiddel- og leegemiddelsektoren, og indeholder en
kereplan for offentlige indkab i jernbanesektoren. Kommissionen anser dette ambitigse dokument for at vare et godt
udgangspunkt for fremtidige forhandlinger om frihandelsaftaler.

Den 18.juli 2012 godkendte Kommissionen en henstilling til Rédets afgorelse om bemyndigelse til at indlede
forhandlinger om en frihandelsaftale mellem Den Europaeiske Union og Japan. Udkastet til forhandlingsdirektiver vil
blive droftet i Riddet i de kommende maneder. Selv. om Kommissionen har udarbejdet udkastet til
forhandlingsdirektiver og henstillet, at dreftelserne om en frihandelsaftale indledes, er det i sidste ende Radet, der skal
treeffe afgorelse om, hvorvidt forhandlingerne skal indledes, og hvilken type forhandlingsdirektiver der skal vaere tale
om. Kommissionen kan forst fore forhandlinger om en frihandelsaftale, nar alle de ngdvendige foranstaltninger er
truffet.
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Question for written answer P-006198/12
to the Commission
Morten Lokkegaard (ALDE)
(21 June 2012)

Subject: EU-Japan FTA negotiations

In May 2012, the Commission played an important role in concluding the scoping exercise between the EU and
Japan. This is a crucial step towards opening negotiations between the EU and Japan on a free trade agreement — a
trade agreement that carries an enormous potential for trade and growth.

A paper from the Commission to the Foreign Affairs Council in May estimates that the EU’s external trade would
contribute 0.7 percentage points to GDP growth in 2012. Without this, the EU would be in recession. Other
noteworthy estimates are that approximately 30 million jobs in the EU (approx. 10 percent of the EU’s workforce) are
tied up in EU exports.

Free trade and openness of the EU’s market are a free ticket to growth. The Commission itself points to the fact that a
1 percent increase in the openness of an economy results in a 0.6 percent increase in labour force productivity the
following year.

We already know that EU’s trade with South Korea has increased by 16 percent since the conclusion of the free trade
agreement. And estimates for an EU-Japan trade agreement speak for themselves. An analysis from Copenhagen
Economics estimates that an EU-Japan FTA will increase the EU’s exports to Japan by 71 percent and Japan’s exports
to the EU by 61 percent.

1.  Atatime of economic stagnation and urgent need for growth, how will the Commission contribute to a swift
opening of the negotiations between EU and the world’s third largest economy, Japan?

2. How will the Commission help ensure a strong negotiation mandate that facilitates negotiations so that
European citizens and businesses can benefit within the shortest possible period of time from the many advantages
that an EU-Japan FTA will bring?

Answer given by Mr De Gucht on behalf of the Commission
(2 August 2012)

The ‘scoping exercise’ for the an EU-Japan Free Trade Agreement (FTA) has been sucessfully completed. The FTA
scoping paper, which lays out the scope of the potential FTA discussions, is the most ambitious the EU has agreed so
far in the area of bilateral trade negotiations and fully covers the EU’s priorities. It includes commitments on a number
of Non Tariff Barriers (NTBs) highlighted by the EU industry in areas such as the automotive, foodstuff and
pharmaceutical sectors and provides a roadmap on public procurement in the railway sector. The Commission
believes that this ambitious scoping paper is a good basis to frame any future FTA negotiations.

On 18 July 2012 the Commission approved the recommendation for a Council Decision authorising the opening of
negotiations on a Free Trade Agreement between the European Union and Japan. The draft negotiating directives will
be discussed in the Council in the coming months. While the Commission has prepared the draft negotiting
directives, and recommended the launch of FTA negotiations,, the final decision on whether to launch them and on
the type of negotiating directives, is a decision for the Council. The Commission can only negotiate an FTA once all
the necessary steps are completed.
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-006199/12
an die Kommission
Franziska Keller (Verts/ALE) und Michael Cramer (Verts/ALE)
(21. Juni 2012)

Betrifft: Freihindige Vergabe des ,Elektronetzes Nord* in Sachsen-Anhalt

Wir danken der Kommission fiir ihre Antwort vom 2. Mai 2012 auf unsere Anfrage E-002399/2012 und mochten
hiermit unter Bezugnahme auf Artikel 108 Absatz 3 AEUV (Pflicht zur vorherigen Anmeldung staatlicher Beihilfen)
folgende Fragen mit Bitte um einzelne Beantwortung stellen:

1. Artikel 9 Absatz1 der Verordnung (EG) Nr.1370/2007 stellt Beihilfen fur den offentlichen
Schienennahverkehr nur dann von der Pflicht zur Anmeldung frei, wenn die zugrunde liegenden Vertrige mit
der genannten Verordnung in Einklang stehen. Ergibt sich durch den Verstof bei der Direktvergabe des
Elektronetzes Nord gegen Artikel 5 Absatz 6 in Verbindung mit der Richtlinie 2004/18/EG eine Verpflichtung
zur Aussetzung der Zahlung der Beihilfen?

2. Hat die Kommission eine vorliufige Priffung der Vertrige unter beihilferechtlichen Gesichtspunkten
eingeleitet? Wenn ja: Bis wann kann ggf. mit einer Entscheidung der Kommission in der Sache gerechnet
werden? Wenn nein: warum nicht?

3. Die Vergabekammer des Landes Sachsen-Anhalt hat den Nachpriifungsantrag des Unternehmens NBE Regio
GmbH mit dem Hinweis zuriickgewiesen, er sei nicht formgerecht und seine Erweiterung sei nicht fristgerecht
erfolgt. Wie beurteilt die EU-Kommission die Forderung Verlangen der Vergabekammer, ein
Nachpriifungsantrag miisse sich gegen alle beteiligten Unternehmen richten, vor dem Hintergrund der
Anforderungen in Artikel 1 Absatz 1 Unterabsatz 3 der Richtlinie 2007/66/EG oder anderer relevanter
Rechtsvorschriften der EU?

4. Hat die Kommission den bisher fir die fraglichen Nahverkehrsangebote giiltigen ,GrofSen Verkehrsvertrag
Sachsen-Anhalt vom 3. Mérz 2003 einer beihilferechtlichen Priifung unterzogen? Wenn nein: warum nicht?
Wenn ja: Wurde dabei auch die Angemessenheit der gewdhrten Zahlungen gepriift? Mit welchem Ergebnis?

Antwort von Herrn Almunia im Namen der Kommission
(27. August 2012)

1. Mit Artikel 5 Absatz 6 der Verordnung (EG) Nr.1370/2007 (') werden die zustindigen Behorden der
Mitgliedstaaten ermachtigt, offentliche Dienstleistungsauftrige im Eisenbahnverkehr — mit Ausnahme anderer
schienengestiitzter Verkehrstrager wie Untergrund- oder Straenbahnen — direkt zu vergeben. In dieser Bestimmung
ist nur eine Form der Vergabe offentlicher Dienstleistungsauftrdge genannt. Ein Verstof gegen diese Bestimmung hat
als solcher nicht zur Folge, dass die Mafnahme nicht von der Anmeldepflicht des Artikels 108 Absatz 3 AEUV befreit
sein kann. Wenn jedoch keine der Voraussetzungen fiir die alternativen Formen der Vergabe offentlicher
Dienstleistungsauftrige nach Artikel 5 der Verordnung (EG) Nr. 1370/2007 erfiillt ist, kann die Mafinahme nicht
nach Artikel 9 Absatz 1 der Verordnung (EG) Nr. 1370/2007 von der Anmeldepflicht befreit sein.

2. Die Kommission hat beschlossen, so lange kein Verfahren zur Priifung der Vereinbarkeit des Vertrags zwischen
Sachsen-Anhalt und der DB Regio AG iiber die Bereitstellung des ,Elektronetzes Nord* in Sachsen-Anhalt mit den EU-
Beihilfevorschriften einzuleiten, bis ein Beschluss tiber die Einhaltung der EU-Richtlinie 2004/18EG iiber die Vergabe
offentlicher Auftrige und ein endgiiltiger Beschluss der zustindigen mitgliedstaatlichen Behorden iiber die Einhaltung
des Ausschreibungsverfahrens nach mitgliedstaatlichem Recht vorliegen.

3. Die Kommission priift zurzeit die zugrunde liegende Beschwerde, einschlieflich des Zuriickweisungsbeschlusses der
Vergabekammer des Landes Sachsen-Anhalt, der jedoch noch nicht rechtskriftig ist. Sie kann die Vereinbarkeit des
nach mitgliedstaatlichem Recht ergangenen Beschlusses mit dem EU-Recht und insbesondere mit Artikel 1 Absatz 3
der Richtlinie 89/665/EWG jedoch erst dann abschlieSend kldren, wenn ihr die Einzelheiten des endgiiltigen
Beschlusses mitgeteilt worden sind.

()  Verordnung (EG) Nr. 1370/2007 des Europdischen Parlaments und des Rates vom 23. Oktober 2007 iiber offentliche Personenverkehrsdienste
auf Schiene und Strae und zur Aufhebung der Verordnungen (EWG) Nr.1191/69 und (EWG) Nr.1107/70 des Rates (ABLL315
vom 3.12.2007, S.1).
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4. Die Kommission ist bisher nicht mit der Priffung des ,Groflen Verkehrsvertrags Sachsen-Anhalt vom
3. Mirz 2003 befasst worden. Sie hat jedoch zum jetzigen Zeitpunkt keinen Grund zu der Annahme, dass er nicht mit
der Verordnung (EG) Nr. 1370/2007 im Einklang steht.
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Question for written answer E-006199/12
to the Commission
Franziska Keller (Verts/ALE) and Michael Cramer (Verts/ALE)
(21 June 2012)

Subject: Award of the contract for the ‘Elektronetz Nord’ northern electric rail network service in Saxony-Anhalt by
means of a private treaty

We thank the Commission for its answer of 2 May 2012 to our Question E-002399/2012. We would now like to ask
the following questions relating to Article 108(3) TFEU (prior notification requirement for state aid) and request a
separate answer to each question:

1. Under Article 9(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007 aid for local public rail transport is exempt from the
notification requirement only where the relevant contracts are consistent with that regulation. Does the
infringement of Article 5(6) of that regulation and of Directive 2004/18/EC through the direct award of the
contract for the ‘Elektronetz Nord’ mean that the payment of state aid must be suspended?

2. Has the Commission initiated a preliminary review of the contracts in the light of the relevant state aid rules? If
so, when can we expect a decision from the Commission? If not, why not?

3. The Saxony-Anhalt procurement board rejected the request for a review of the award decision submitted by the
undertaking NBE Regio GmbH on the grounds that the request was not formally admissible and that the
subsequent revised request was not submitted in time. In the light of the requirements laid down in Article 1(1)
(3) of Directive 2007/66/EC or in other relevant EU legislation, what view does the Commission take of the
procurement board’s position that the request for a review must cover the bids submitted by all participating
undertakings?

4. Has the Commission assessed Saxony-Anhalt’s ‘Groffen Verkehrsvertrag’ (principal transport contract) of
3 March 2003, which covers the local transport services in question, in the light of the relevant state aid rules?
If not, why not? If so, was the appropriateness of the approved payments also examined? With what result?

Answer given by Mr Almunia on behalf of the Commission
(27 August 2012)

1. Article 5(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007 (') empowers competent national authorities to directly award
public service contracts for rail transport, with the exception of other track-based modes such as metro or tramways.
This provision provides but one means of awarding public service contracts. Failure to comply with it does not in
itself mean that the measure cannot benefit from the exemption to notification requirement of Article 108(3) TFEU.
If, however, none of the conditions of the alternative means of awarding public service contracts under Article 5 of
Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007 are complied with, the measure cannot be exempted from the notification obligation
under Article 9(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007.

2. Pending a decision on compliance with the EU Public Procurement Directive 2004/18/EC and a definitive
decision of the competent national authorities on the compliance of the tender procedure under national law, the
Commission decided not to initiate a procedure concerning the compatibility of the contract between Saxony-Anhalt
and DB Regio AG for the provision of the ‘Elektronetz Nord’ northern electric rail network service in Saxony-Anhalt
with the state aid rules.

3. The Commission is currently analysing the underlying complaint including the rejection decision of the
Saxony-Anhalt procurement board which is, however, subject to an appeal. The Commission will only be able to
assess the compatibility of the national jurisdiction decision with EClaw, in particular Article 1(1)(3) of
Directive 2007/66/EC once it is informed of the details of the final decision.

4. The Commission has not been requested to assess Saxony-Anhalt's ‘Grofien Verkehrsvertrag' (principal
transport contract) of 3 March 2003. At this stage, it does not have any reason to believe that this contract is not in
compliance with Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007.

() Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on public passenger transport services by rail
and by road and repealing Council Regulations (EEC) No 1191/69 and No 1107/70, OJ L 315, 3.12.2007, p. 1.
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Question for written answer E-006201/12
to the Commission
Struan Stevenson (ECR)
(21 June 2012)

Subject: Commission’s answer to my written question on VAT rates on e-books (E-004190/2012)

With regard to the Commission’s answer to my Written Question E-004190/2012, could the Commission advise
when the two Member States concerned will respond?

The Member States in question are breaking the law. Has the Commission set a timetable for response?

Answer given by Mr Semeta on behalf of the Commission
(31 July 2012)

The Commission decided on 3 July 2012 to launch an infringement procedure against France and Luxembourg
concerning VAT rates applicable to e-books and sent a letter of formal notice to both Member States. The first stage
allows the two countries to explain their position. France and Luxembourg have one month to submit their
comments. If the information provided is not regarded as sufficient, the Commission could formally state that there
has been an infringement and send a reasoned opinion to the two countries asking them to change their laws, which
is the second stage of the infringement procedure.
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Klausimas, j kurj atsakoma rastu, Nr. E-006203/12
Komisijai
Vilija Blinkeviciiité (S&D)
(2012 m. birZelio 21 d.)

Tema: Pensijy mazinimas valstybése narése krizés laikotarpiu

Didele itaka Europos Sgjungos valstybiy nariy pensijy sistemai padaré ekonomikos ir finansy krizé. Kai kurios
valstybés narés sumazino pensijy dydj arba sustabdé jy augima.

Ar galéty Komisija pateikti duomenis, kurios valstybés narés 2009-2011 metais sumazino pensijy dydj ir kaip tai
paveiké Zmoniy gyvenimo kokybe?

0. Rehno atsakymas Komisijos vardu
(2012 m. liepos 31 d.)

Pastaraisiais metais dauguma valstybiy nariy reformavo savo pensijy sistemas, kad jos tapty tvaresnés ir padéty
spresti visuomenés senéjimo problema. Be apribojimy, susijusiy su ankstyvu i¢jimu j pensija ir invalidumo draudimo
sistemomis, keletas Saliy priémé teisés aktus dél pensinio amZiaus ilginimo, o kai kurios (Cekija, Danija, Graikija,
Ispanija ir Italija) nustaté dar ir automating sasaja su ilgéjancia tikétina gyvenimo trukme. Sios reformos, atitinkancios
2012 m. Metinéje augimo apZvalgoje ir Baltojoje knygoje ,Adekvaciy, saugiy ir tvariy pensijy darbotvarké” pateiktas
Komisijos rekomendacijas dél pensijy, turi akivaizdy teigiama poveikj biudzZetui. Taciau, 2012 m. Pranesimo apie
visuomenés senéjima duomenimis, 2009-2011 m. daugumoje valstybiy nariy iSlaidy pensijoms dalis, palyginti su
BVP, didéjo. Tai ypac pasakytina apie Latvijg, Rumunija, Lietuva, Vengrija, Cekija ir Bulgarija. Tad ekonomikos krizé ir
jos padariniai augimui turi didelg jtakg minétam santykiui.

Manoma, kad dél jgyvendinty pensijy reformy per artimiausius deSimt mety islaidy pensijoms dalies, palyginti su
BVP, padidéjimas bus nedidelis, o po to toliau didés. Siy reformy poveikis Zmoniy gyvenimo kokybei priklauso nuo
to, kokig jtaka tos reformos turi pensinio amziaus Zmoniy pajamoms ir, antra vertus, kokig jtaka islaidy pensijoms
sumazéjimas turi likusiems gyventojams (ar sumazéja mokesciai bei jmokos ir ar padidéja kity valstybés pervedimy ir
islaidos paslaugoms). Atsizvelgiant j tai, 2012 m. Pensijy adekvatumo 